Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Arsenal Independent Supporters' Association held at Highbury House, 75 Drayton Park, London N5 1BU, on Monday 1st September 2008.


69 members in attendance; Tony Bernhard-Grout in the chair.



1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RECEIVED from Andrew Anastasiou, Geoff Bedingfield, Jo Benson, Mark Birkett, Peter Bishop, Joe D’Alessio, Brian Dawes, Sheila Deacon, Jo Denham, John Faherty, Mark Flogdell, Ben Frost, Steve Goodwin, David Hunt, Dave Hurrell, Steve Jenkins, James Johnson, Sarah Maxwell-Scott, Martin O’Donnell, Andy Player, Steven Powell, Alex Reid, Brian Richardson, Ben Roberts, Ingrid Springer, Thor Steffanson, Joe Ward and Graham Welthy.


2.  GUEST SPEAKER - KEN FRIAR
Ken Friar, the Acting Managing Director of AFC spoke about the Club's achievements and ambitions and took a large number of questions from the floor and written questions from members not able to be present.

The Chairman thanked Mr Friar for his contribution, and also for providing the facilities for the AGM. The meeting showed their appreciation in the traditional manner.



3.  MINUTES OF THE 2007 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AGREED to delete “Keith Edelman” and insert “Malcolm Clarke” in second paragraph of item 7. The minutes were then AGREED unanimously.



4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
No matters arising from the minutes were raised by members present.


5.  ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND TREASURER'S REPORT
Geoff Bedingfield was unfortunately unable to be present but had sent a written report to accompany the accounts. Following questions it was AGREED to accept the Annual Accounts and Balance Sheet.



6.  SECRETARY'S REPORT

Paul Matz’s report highlighted that 2007-08 had been a very active season for AISA, reflected by a substantial increase in the Association’s paying membership to 1,173 full members, including 85 who are life members and 33 who are overseas members. In addition we have 6,766 associate members. AISA is now the largest Arsenal supporters’ association. AISA’s main activities were:

· the weekly mailing

· our annual survey of Arsenal supporters

· two editions of the newsletter The Arsenal Supporter
· work we carried out around football’s anti-racism week organised by Kick it Out
· our charity fundraising (including two Opus raffles and the Gala Dinner)

· representation on the AFC Supporters Forum

· meetings with the police and the local authority

· representations to the Club and others on a range of collective and individual matters

Thanks were offered to committee members and others who had contributed and in particular there was recognition of the work carried out by committee members not seeking re-election; Steve Goodwin, Brian Dawes and Alex Reid.

The Secretary's report was APPROVED.



7.  OTHER REPORTS
A written report from Ben Frost was APPROVED. Lois Langton reported on the Gala Dinner, and advised that this season’s event will be held jointly with the Club on May 14th 2009. AGREED.
         

It was reported that AISA plans for the forthcoming season are similar to that of 2007-08 but with two substantial additions; the re-launch of the AISA website, which had been largely dormant for the past two seasons, and increased efforts to seek direct meetings with senior Club officials to discuss matters of concern raised by members. APPROVED.

The policies and activities of the Football Supporters’ Federation were discussed and it was AGREED to re-affiliate to the FSF.

8.  AISA PLAYER OF THE SEASON AND YOUNG PLAYER OF THE SEASON 2007-2008
Cesc Fabregas and Gael Clichy were announced as the winners of the AISA Player of the Season awards.

Following discussion it was AGREED that in future years eligibility for the Young Player of the Season award should be restricted to players under 21 as at 1st August.

9.  GUEST SPEAKER - NIGEL PHILLIPS, ARSENAL SUPPORTERS' TRUST
Nigel Phillips, a Board member of AST, spoke about the current situation regarding ownership of Arsenal, including the shares owned by Red and White Holdings and by Stan Kroenke. Various members expressed views about the situation facing the Club and the alternatives that existed, and Nigel answered various questions. Differing views were put forward by members, but it was AGREED by the majority that the AISA policy formulated at last year’s AGM continued to be appropriate.

Nigel’s contribution was warmly welcomed by the meeting, and the Chairman stated the strong support that AISA offered AST, and that all members are encouraged to join AST.

10.  ELECTION OF AISA OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The following were ELECTED:

          
Chairman


Tony Bernhard-Grout
Vice-Chairman

Ben Frost
Secretary


Paul Matz
Treasurer


Geoff Bedingfield
Membership Secretary
Lois Langton
Webmaster


Ben Dimech

The following were ELECTED as Committee Members:


Joanne Benson
Clare Hayward
Christine Langton
Jane Pearce
Kevin Perrett
Gavin Silvey

The Committee will consider co-option at its next meeting; any members interested are invited to contact the Chairman or Secretary as soon as possible.

11.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The draw for the 3 raffle prizes was made, and it was announced that £304 had been raised for the Teenage Cancer Trust.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.45pm.    

